MIDSOMER 


NORTON 


URBAN  DISTRICT 


COUNCIL. 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1913. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, — 

I  beg  to  present  my  report  for  the  year 
1913,  together  with  the  tables  of  statistics  re¬ 
quired  (by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and 
Secretary  of  State. 

Population. — The  population  at  the  last  cen¬ 
sus  was  7,300;  i't  is  now  estimated  to  be  7,520. 

Geology. — The  soil  in  the  valleys  is  reddish 
clay  overlying  conglomerate  rock.  On  the 
high  grounds  loam  overlying  either  thin  beds 
of  lias  stone  or  conglomerate.  The  land  is 
chiefly  pasture,  and  is  well  timbered.  The 
water  supply  in  the  fields  is  derived  from 
shallow  wells,  ponds  and  streams.  Many  farms 
and  field's  are  now  supplied  from  the  public 
mains. 

Rain  fell  on  185  days  during  the  year,  as 
against  196  in  1912,  the  total  rainfall  for  the 
year  as  registered  at  “Dymiboro  ”  was  33.68 
inches,  whereas  in  the  previous  12  months  it 
was  45.30  inches. 

Occupations. — Coalmining,  agriculture,  man¬ 
ufacturing  boots  and  shoes,  and  brewing. 

Births.— The  number  of  births  registered 
during  'the  year  was  198,  106  boys  and  92  girls, 
giving  -a  birth-rate  of  26.32  per  1.000  persons 
living  m  the  district. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  births 
registered  in  each  quarter  of  the  year  :  — 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

ls't  Quarter 

26 

26 

52 

2nd  ,, 

...  23 

26 

49 

3rd 

...  32 

15- 

47 

4th 

...  25 

25 

50 

106 

92 

198 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  in 
the  district  during  the  year  was  86,  37  males  and 
49  females.  These  numbers  include  nine  trans¬ 
ferable  deaths,  namely,  five  males  and  four  fe¬ 
males,  and  give  a  death-rate  of  11.43  per  1,000 
persons  living  in  the  district. 


The  following  'table  gives 

tlie 

mortality  in 

each  quarter  of  the  year : — 

Males 

Females  Total 

1st  Quarter  ...  ...  10 

19 

29 

2nd  „  ...  ...  7 

10 

17 

3rd  „  .  7 

6 

13 

4th  „  ...  8 

10 

18 

32 

45 

77 

Transferable  ...  ...  5 

4 

9 

37 

49 

86 

— 

— - 

— 

The  following  table  gives  the  mortality 
various  parts  of  the  district: — 

in  the 

Midsomer  Norton 

60 

Welton 

12 

Clandown 

10 

Clapton 

2 

Downside 

2 

86 

The  following  are  the  ages 

at 

which 

death 

occurred  :  — 

Under  twelve  months 

17 

1  year  and  under  5  years 

16 

5  years  and  under  15  years 

1 

15  years  and  under  25  years 

7 

25  years  and  under  45  years 

7 

45  years  and  under  65  years 

10 

65  years  and  upwards 

28 

86 

There  were  17  deaths  under  12  months  of  age, 
giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  85.85  for 
the  district. 


lire  causes  of  infant  mortality  were: — 


Debility  from  birth  1 
Inanition  . .  .  .  2 

Congenital  Malform¬ 
ation  of  Heart  1 
Congenital  Defects  2 
Infantile  Pemphigus  1 

The  causes  of  death  at 

Meningitis  . .  . .  1 

Coroner’s  Certificates  2 
Measles  .  .  .  .  7 

Utero-pelvic  phle¬ 
bitis  .  .  1 

Pneumonia  .  .  13 

Bronchitis  . .  4 

Diarrhoea  .  .  1 

Senile  Decay  .  .  3 

Bright’s  Disease  . .  1 

Heart  Disease  .  .  6 

Cancer  . .  . .  4 

Epithelioma  .  .  2 

Arterio-scelerosis  . .  2 

Heart  Failure  (old 

age)  .  .  .  .  1 

Chronic  Rheumatism  1 
Pernicious  Anosmia  1 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . .  1 

Appendicitis  . .  2 

Septic  Cellulitis  .  .  1 

The  following  deaths 
Disease : — 

Measles  . .  . .  7 


Meningitis  .  .  .  .  1 

Premature  Birth  . .  2 

Pneumonia  .  .  5 

Gastro-enteritis  .  .  1 

Diarrhoea  . .  . .  1 

all  ages  were  : — 

Pulmonary  Tubercu¬ 
losis  .  .  5 

Tubercular  Meningi¬ 
tis  .  .  1 

Cerebral  Haemorr¬ 
hage  . .  .  .  5 

Aneurism  .  .  . .  1 

Diabetes  Mellitus  .  .  1 

Whooping  Cough  .  .  2 

Gastro-Enteritis  .  .  1 

Tonsillitis  .  .  1 

Congenital  Defects  2 
Gastritis  . .  . .  1 

Inanition  .  .  .  .  2 

Premature  Birth  .  .  2 

Intestinal  Obstruction  1 
Cerebral  softening.  .  3 

Debility  from  birth  1 
Congenital  Malfor¬ 
mation  of  heart  1 
Infantile  pemphigus  1 
Pleurisy  . .  . .  1 


occurred  from  Zymotic 

Whooping  Cough  .  .  2 


Giving  a  Zymotic  death-rate  of  1.19  per  1,000 
persons  living  in  the  district. 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. — There  were  47 
cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during  the 
year : — 

Tuberculosis  . .  29  .Scarlet  Fever  . .  15 

Enteric  Fever  . .  2  Erysipelas  . .  . .  1 

Sickness. — Owing  to  an  epidemic  of  measles  in 
the  early  part  of  the  year  the  following 
schools  were  closed  :  — 

Clandovvn  Infant  School — Jan.  28  to  Feb.  18. 

Midsomer  Norton  Church  of  England  Infant 
School — March  11  to.  April  12. 

Welton  Infant  School — April  1  to  April  21. 

Midsomer  Norton  Infants — April  5  to  April  21. 

Isolation  Hospital. — The  semi-detached  cot¬ 
tage  on  Welton  Hill  has  been  used  for  the 
isolation  of  three  patients  during  the  year, 
namely,  two  Enteric  Fever  and1  one  of  Scarlet 
Fever. 


The  Enteric  cases  occurred  at  Clandown  (man 
and  wife),  and  the  disease  is  supposed  to  have 
originated  from  eating  infected  shellfish. 

As  in  former  Teiports,  I  again  draw  the  Coun¬ 
cil’s  attention  and  also  that  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  to  the  cottage  used  as  a 
temporary  isolation  hospital,  which  is  totally 
unsuited  for  the  purpose.  It  is  now  20  years 
ago  .since  am  isolation  hospital  was  considered 
necessary,,  and  although  the  .population  has  in¬ 
creased  over  2, ,000  in  that  time,  the  district  is 
practically  in  the  same  (position  as  it  was  in 
1894.  Th©  contemplated  joint  hospital  scheme 
for  the  Glutton,  Radstock  and  Midsomer  Nor¬ 
ton  districts  has  advanced  little  in  the  last  five 
years. 

There  is  no  Sanitorium  nor  hospital  accommo¬ 
dation  for  Tubercular  patients  in  the  district. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  Cerebro-spinal 
Fever,  Acute  Poliomyelitis. — The  above  have 
been  added  to  the  notifiable  diseases.  No  cases 
have  been  reported  during  the  year. 

Antitoxines. — These  are  supplied  free  of 
charge  to  the  poor  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  Council. 


Disinfection  of  Houses,  Clothes,  and  Bedding. 
— There  is  no  steam  disinfector  nor  public  ar¬ 
rangement  for  the  disinfection  of  clothes  and 
bedding  in  the  district. 

Sipraying  and  (fumigation  -with  formalin  are 
used  for  living  rooms.  Carbolic  disinfectants 
are  distributed  to  infected  houses  by  the  Coun¬ 
cil. 

This  applies  to  tubercular  as  well  as  to  all  the 
infectious  diseases. 

Tuberculosis. — Tubercular  cases  are  visited, 
the  houses  inspected,  and  a  register  of  cases 
kept.  Expectoration  flasks  are  supplied  ,by  the 
Council. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  are  five  slaughter¬ 
houses  in  the  district,  two  licensed,  three  regis¬ 
tered.  Inspections  are  made  quarterly. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  a  public  abattoir  should 
be  provided  for  the  district,,  and  that  the  car¬ 
cases  should  be  inspected  and  passed  before 
removal  to  shops. 

Local  Government  Board  Inquiry. — An  inquiry 
was  held  in  December  regarding  the  closure  of 
■certain  houses  at  Welton,  an  appeal  against  the 
orders  having  been  made  by  the  owners. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. — There  have 
been  36  new  houses  erected  this  year. 

In  my  annual  report  for  1912  I  expressed  a 
hope  that  during  1913  the  number  would  bs  in¬ 
creased  above  that  of  the  previous  two  years, 
but  instead  of  this  there  has  been  a  fall  in  the 
building  rate.  In  1911  the  number  of  new 
houses  erected  was  50,  and  in  1912  49.  The 
number  of  houses  in  the  district  is  still  inade¬ 
quate,  and  there  is  a  number  of  old  houses 
unfit  for  occupation. 

The  following  is  a.  detailed  account  of  the  in¬ 
spection  work  done  this  year  under  the  Housing 
Act  of  1909  : — 

212  houses  were  inspected  not  previously  re¬ 
ported  upon.  Out  of  these,  the  number 
reported  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation 
was  39.  The  number  of  defective  houses.  78. 
and  the  number  without  recorded  defects  95. 

Of  the  39  houses  reported  as  unfit,  closing 
orders  were  made  on  31,  and  eight  remain  unfit 
without  a  closing  order. 

(With  reference  to  the  78  defective  houses,  in 
24  the  defects  have  been  remedied',  and  in  54  the 
defects  were  still  remaining  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  As  in  my  report  of  last  year  I  can  only 
express  a  wish  that  the  building  rate  will  be 
increased  during  1914. 


I('afe)-  Supply. — The  district  is  supplied  with 
water  from  the  following  sources: — 

(a)  Midsomer  Norton  Council  Supply  (Chil- 
connpton  Spring). 

(.b)  Downside  Abbey  Supply  (Ourney  Slade 
Spring). 

(c)  Radstock  Town  Supply. 

(n)  Fry’s  Well  Spring  (Chilcompton). 

<  e)  Slh  allow  Wells. 

The  analysis  reports  regarding  a,  b  and  c 
have  been  satisfactory,  and  that  all  samples  are 
of  excellent  quality. 

The  supply  has  been  adequate  throughout  the 
year.  With  regard  to  supply  a.  it  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  spring  is  decidedly  in¬ 
fluenced  by  heavy  rainstorms,  the  water  becom¬ 
ing  a  reddish  colour  shortly  aifter. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — -Midsomer  Norton, 
including  Welton,  is  to  a  large  extent  sewered. 

Olandown  ds  drained  and  connected  to  the 
Radstock  Sewage  Works,  as.  also  are  the  dis¬ 
tricts  of  Westfield  and  Norton  Hill  Terraces. 
In  outlying  localities,  Downside  and  -Clapton, 
cesspits  and  earth  closets  are  in  use. 

Comparatively  few  of  the  closets  connected 
with  the  sewers  are  provided  witlh  flushing 
apparatus,  which  is  frequently  a  cause  of  in¬ 
sanitary  and  filthy  conditions. 

Removal  of  House  Refuse. — In  outlying 
localities  the  removal  of  house  refuse  is  not 
undertaken  by  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

Refuse  is  removed  on  three  days  in  the  week 
from  bouses  in  the  following  districts: — 

(a)  Midsomer  Norton. 

(b)  Welton. 

(c)  Olandown. 

Although  the  conditions  have  much  improved 
since  the  systematic  removal  was  -adopted.,  the 
conditions  at  Welton  are  still  far  from  satis¬ 
factory,  and  more  time  might  bp  well  spent  in 
the  work. 

Dairies  and  Milk-shops.— The  number  of  per¬ 
sons  on  the  register  is  31,  and  the  register  is 
complete.  Inspections  have  been  made  during 
the  year.  The  number  of  cowkeepers  is  19,  of 
cowkeepers  and  purveyors  8.  and  purveyors  4. 

Arrangements  have  not  been  yet  made  by  the 
Council  for  the  inspection  of  cows  by  a  veter¬ 
inary  surgeon. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  39  regis¬ 
tered  factories  and  workshops  in  the  district, 
nine  bakehouses,  and  one  outworker  for  boot¬ 
making.  Inspections  have  been  made  through¬ 
out  the  year. 

Provision  against  Fire. — The  district  has  a 
population  of  considerably  over  7,000.  but  there 
is  no  fire  engine  or  life-saving  apparatus. 

I  would  again  draw  the  Council’s  attention  to 
the  advisability  of  forming  a  brigade,  and  also 
of  instituting  ’a  public  or  generally  recognised 
form  of  alarm. 


1  have  the  honour  to  he,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ARTHUR  BULLEID, 


February  7th,  1914. 


-Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


MIDSOMER  NORTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 

For  the  Year  ended  December  31st,  1913. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OE  THE  COUNCIL 


Nuisances. 


Housing(lnspec= 
tion  of  District) 
Regulations, 
1910. 


Sewerage, 


Sewage 

Disposal 

Works. 


Drainage. 


Rainfall. 


Gentlemen* — I  beg  to  submit  my  seventh  an¬ 
nual  report  dealing  with  the  work  of  the  San¬ 
itary  Department  for  the  twelve  months  ended 
December  31st,  1913. 

The  work  of  inspection  for  the  detection  of 
nuisances  is  now  practically  absorbed  in  the 
work  done  under  the  Housing  Act,  1909,,  and 
Housing  (Inspection  of  the  District)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1910. 

Fifteen  intimation  notices  dealing  with 
nuisances  on  20  premises,  arising  chiefly  from 
defective  water  closets  and  drainage,  have 
been  served  and  were  generally  found  suffi¬ 
cient  to  affect  abatement.  Minor  nuisances  have 
also  been  dealt  with  and  abated  at  once  on 
verbal  notification.  Five  statutory  notices  deal¬ 
ing  with  nuisances  on  13  premises  have  also 
been  served  for  the  amendment  of  defective 
drainage. 

There  are  1,723  houses  in  the  sanitary  district. 
Besides  re-inspections  212  houses  have  been 
inspected  during  the  year,  of  these  39  have  been 
reported  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  78  de¬ 
fective  but  not  sufficient  to  report  as  unfit,  and 
95  without  recorded  sanitary  defects. 

Of  the  39  reported  as  unfit,  closing  orders  have 
been  made  in  thirty-one  cases,  seven  have  been 
dealt  with  by  informal  notice  to.  owner,  and 
one  has  been  left  in  abeyance  pending  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  new  cottages. 

A  building  scheme  lias  been  designed  and 
building  operations  commenced  in  the  Welton 
area  by  the  owners  of  several  of  the  cottages  in 
respect  of  which  closing  orders  have  been  made. 

Sanitary  defects  on  24  cottages  have  been 
remedied  during  the  year.  Nineteen  cottages 
are  still  closed. 

A  Local  Government  Board  inquiry  was  held 
on  the  23rd  December  into  the  subject  matter 
of  appeals  against  closing  orders  served  in 
respect  of  12  cottages  situated  in  Belle  Vue, 
Welton. 

The  Sewerage  system  ccanmenced  in  1912  for 
good  working  order,  and  the  work  of  flushing 
the  sewers  has  been  regularly  done. 

The  Sewerage  system  commenced  in  1912  for 
the  Clevedon  road  building  estate  Iras  been 
completed,  and  the  sewerage  systems  of  44 
houses  aTe  now  connected  thereto. 

The  main  sewer  in  Hazel  terrace.  Westfield, 
lias  been  extended  a  distance  of  50  yards  to 
provide  for  the  drainage  of  28  houses  now  in 
course  of  erection  in  Lynton  Road. 

The  Welton  Works  have  been  satisfactorily 
maintained  and  managed.  The  sludge  has 
been  removed  periodically  by  the  farmers  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  works ;  every  effort 
lias  again  been  put  forward  to  keep  the  works 
as  clear  as  possible  from  large  accumulations. 

The  Clandown  Works  have  been  done  away 
with  and  demolished  consequent  upon  an 
arrangement  being  made  with  the  Radstock 
Diban  District  Council  for  the  disposal  of  the 
Sewage  of  this  part  of  the  district. 

A  stoneware  pipe  sewer  has  been  laid  along 
the  side  of  the  Clandown  Colliery  siding  from 
Coombend,  Radstock,  to  connect  up  the  Clan¬ 
down  Outfall  sewer  to  the  Radstock  sewerage 
system. 

Mangolds  have  been  again  raised  on  the  filtra¬ 
tion  areas. 

Defective  house  drains,  affecting  6  dwelling 
houses  have  been  overhauled  and  put  into  a 
better  state,  and  the  drainage  systems  of  36 
new  dwelling  houses  have  been  tested  and  ap¬ 
proved;  33  of  these  were  connected  to  the  sew¬ 
erage  system  and  3  to  cesspools,  there  being  no 
sewer  available. 

During  the  year  drainage  systems  to  19  houses 
have  been  laid  down  and  connected  to  the  West- 
field  sewerage  system;  15  to  the  Ohilcompton 
road  sewer,  and  17  to  the  Clevedon  road  sew¬ 
erage  system. 

As  registered  at  Downside  for  the  year  ended 
December  31st,  1913,  the  rainfall  has  amounted 
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to  35.97  inches,  being  16.31  inches  below  that  of 
1912  and  5  inches  below  the  average  for  .the 
last  20  years. 

The  open  air  Swimming  Bath  has  been  used 
when  the  weather  lias  permitted,  climatic  con¬ 
ditions  have  been  generally  favourable  for 
open  air  bathing  during  the  period  the  bath 
was  open  to  the  public.  During  the  season  1,254 
persons  paid  for  admission,  irrespective  of  sea¬ 
son  ticket  holders. 

Fifteen  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  one  of 
erysipelas,  two  of  enteric  fever,  and  29  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  were  notified  as  occurring  in  the 
district. 

One  case  of  scarlet  fever  and  two  of  enteric 
fever  were  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
and  the  rest  at  the  homes  in  which  the  cases 
occurred.  All  the  patients  recovered ;  there 
was  no  fatal  case. 

All  tihe  rooms  exposed  to  infection  were  dis¬ 
infected  by  spraying  and  fumigation,  princi¬ 
pally  with  formalin  and  formalin  tablets. 
Washing  the  rooms  with,  carbolic  fluid,  which 
is  supplied  free  by  the  Council,  has  also  been 
done  by  the  tenants  of  the  houses. 

There  are  no  means  of  disinfecting  clothes  or 
bedding,  except  by  leaving  them  exposed  in  the 
rooms  to  these  agencies.  _ 

During  the  year  a  ‘‘Lingner  Disinfector  ’  has 
been  purchased  for  the  more  effective  dis¬ 
infection  of  infected  premises. 

Household  refuse  is  regularly  collected  from 
the  more  thickly  populated  part  of  the  district, 
i.e.,  Midsomer  Norton  and  Welton  on  three 
days  per  week,  and  it.  is  sometimes  found 
necessary  to  extend  this  time. 

Ashpits  are  emptied  in  the  Clandown  area  as 
and  when  found  necessary. 

The  water  supply  to  the  district  from  all  three 
sources  lha.s  been  well  maintained  and  analyses 
of  all  waters  pronounce  them  of  excellent 
quality.  ,  ...  ,,,  „ 

The  quantity  of  water  purchased  during  the 

vear  isi : — 

From  Downside  College  17,080,000 

From  Radistock  U.D.C.  5,177,000 

22,257,000 

During  1912  19,342,000 

The.  quantity  purchased  by  the  Cluttun 
Authorities  during  the  year  is  1,502,000  gallons. 

All  the  new  houses  erected  during  the  year 
have  been  supplied  with  water  from  the  town 
supply,  and  three  cottages  hitherto  supplied 
from  a  well  have  been  provided  witli  a  supply 
from  the  town  mains. 

Thirteen  notices  have  beau  issued  for  the 
suppression  of  waste.  As  in  the  past  a  con¬ 
siderable  quantity  of  water  has  been  wasted 
through  negligence,  consequent  on  the  large 
number  of  taps  fixed  outside  the  older  houses, 
and  one  tap  being  common  to  many. 

The  cowsheds  and  dairies  have  been  in¬ 
spected,  and  have  generally  been  found  in 
clean  condition. 

The  five  slaughter-houses  have  been  regularly 
inspected  and  found  in  as  clean  a  condition 
as  structural  conditions  allow.  A  new  floor  has 
been  put  down  in  one  of  the  older  slaughtei- 

houses.  ,  .  •  „ 

Theie  are  39  factories  and  workshops  in  the 
district  All  have  been  inspected  and  found  in 
a  fairly  good  and  clean  condition. 

The  bakehouses  number  nine.  All  have  been 
inspected  and  found  in  a  satisfactory  state  with 
the  exception  of  one  at  Clandown,  which  was 
closed  during  the  year. 

Ten  plans  were  presented  and  approved  foi 
the  erection  of  41  dwelling-houses  and  four  for 
alterations  and  additions  to  existing  property. 

Thirty-six  houses  have  been  inspected  on 
completion  for  occupation.  ,  „ 

Before  closing  my  report,  I  beg  to  thank  the 
Council  for  the  consideration  shown  and 
support  afforded  me  during  the  past  year. 


I  am,  Gentlemen,  yours  obediently, 

C.  H.  SUNDERLAND, 

Assoc.  R.  San.  Inst.,  Sanitary  Inspector. 


\o. 


